
Emergency Phone 
Day of Event 
Brent Broaddus,  
4-H Youth Development Agent 
813-260-0628 
Vina Jean Banks 
FSF Agribusiness Director 
813-355-2441 

TIME:    

Students must arrive at 
10:00 a.m. so they can 
have time to get to their 
first session. 

The first session will begin 
at 10:20 a.m.  

If a bus runs late, students 
may not have time to at-
tend all five sessions. 
 

LOCATION: 

Enclosed is a map of the 
Florida State Fair grounds 
with the directions to the 
locations of the Ag-Venture 
Field Trip. All buses should 
enter the fairgrounds via 
the Orient Road entrance.  
Please follow the signs to 
the appropriate Track loca-
tion.   

Your track location is in-
cluded on your confirma-
tion page and on your bus 
sign.   

Once the students are 
unloaded, they will be 
given their hat, bag and 
stickers.  
 

HEALTH FORMS:    

Group coordinators should 
be sure to bring their stu-
dent health forms with 
them. It is not necessary to 
give us, unless there is a 
need. 

LUNCH:    

 All must bring a packed 
lunch with drinks.  

 Special picnic area will be 
available.  

 Lunches may be stored at 
the picnic site or kept on 
the bus. 

 All groups must leave after 
lunch—there are no further 
activities. 

 NO facilities at the fair-
grounds for food /drink. 

 

PAYMENT:    

Your confirmation letter 
indicated your bill for your 
group. Cost is $2 per stu-
dent. NO cost for adults.  

Please adjust your bill if 
bringing more students. 
Check or money orders will 
be accepted. Make payable 
to:  

“Ag in the Classroom, Inc.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVIDING INTO 
GROUPS:    

The confirmation page that 
is enclosed with your 
packet indicates how many 
groups your school should 
be divided into BEFORE     
arriving to the fairgrounds. 

There are only 5 groups 
available per day. For ex-
ample: You registered 78 
students and are assigned 
3 groups. Each group 
should have 26 students—
most groups should be   
under 30 students. 

Please make every attempt to 
limit your group attendance to 
what you originally registered. 

 

 

 

Ag-Venture  
is a program presented by: 

 Florida State Fair Authority 

 Hillsborough Extension        
4-H Youth Programs 

 Hillsborough County       
Farm Bureau 

 Local commodity groups 

 

October 2009 Final Trip Information 

 
October  2009 

www.ag-venture.com 
 
Hillsborough County  

 
 

Map & Bus Sign  
enclosed in your packet 
 
 

Oct. Ag-Venture Schedule 

Oct. 20,22- 29   ( 4 Tracks)     
          600 youth/ per day 

Oct. 21              ( 1 Tracks)   
          100 youth/ per day 

Track Locations: 

Track A = Ag Hall of Fame 

Track B & C= Special Events Bldg. 

Track D= Horse Pavilion 

 



 

 

 

 

Do you like tomatoes? They’re 
great for making lots of foods 
kids like, such as pizza, salsa and 
tomato sauce.  Tomato seeds 
need warmth and moisture to 
germinate. To get a head start, 
you can plant your tomato seeds 
in little mini hothouses in early 
spring and then transplant them 
into the garden when the 
weather is a bit warmer. Home 
grown tomatoes taste SO good!! 

You will need: some 12cm pots, the 
same number of 2 liter soft drink 
bottles, potting mix, fertilizer, to-
mato seeds. 

What to Do: 
1. Almost fill the pots with damp 
potting mix. (Use your gardening 
gloves when handling potting mix.) 

2. Plant a couple of seeds in each 
pot. Plant them about half a centi-
meter deep. Water gently and well. 

3. Using a pair of kitchen scis-
sors, cut the sloping parts off 
the plastic drink bottles. 

4. Turn the bottom pieces of the soft 
drink bottles upside down over the 
top of the pots. Your seeds and seed-
lings will now have their own little 
hothouses. 

5. Place the mini-hothouses in a 
warm, brightly light area, but not in 
full sun. A brightly lit window sill is 
perfect. If the potting mix appears 
to be drying out, add water. You will 
need a saucer to catch the drips, but 
don’t let the pots sit in water. 

6. When the seedlings have devel-
oped two healthy leaves, remove the 
tops and place the pots outdoors, 
first in a brightly lit area and gradu-
ally move them to a sunny spot.  

7. Add some fertilizer to the pot. 

8. Choose the healthiest seedling 
and very gently pull the other ones 
out. 

9. When the plants look sturdy 
enough, transplant them into the 
garden (or into bigger pots.) 

10. You can use these mini-
hothouses with lots of other seeds 
too. 

 

 Hillsborough County farms pro-
duce over $665 million in total 
annual sales. 

 The County produces: 

 90% of the strawberries in Fl 

 14% of the strawberries in US 

             11% of the tomatoes in Fl 

              4% of the tomatoes in US 

             85% of the tropical fish   

 Hillsborough County covers over 
1000 square miles of land mass, 
34% of that is agriculture land. 

 Hillsborough County has 2,969 
farms, the 2nd most of any county 
in the state, and ranks 3rd in the 
state in agriculture production. 

 Of the 3,150 counties in the U.S., 
Hillsborough County ranks 45th 
in agriculture production.  
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Family of Christ is confirmed for Thursday, October 22, 2009 
 
You have registered  18  students @ $2 = $36.00 
Please have check made out to Ag in the Classroom. We will issue a receipt at 
the event. 
 
 

Your school is assigned to TRACK A– Ag Hall of Fame 
Your students must be divided into 1 groups BEFORE arriving to the 
fairgrounds. 
 
 We have a maximum of 5 groups per day and must allocate the students in 
equal groups for our instructors and facilities. Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation! 
 
 
 
This informational packet was sent to: 
 
Jennifer Snow, VP Melissa Steinbrueck 
  

 
 
 
If you need to contact us, on the morning of the event check the website 
www.ag-venture.com for the number to call. 
 
 
 

http://www.ag-venture.com/


 

PLEASE POST THIS IN  
WINDOW OF BUS OR VEHICLE 

 
 

DROP OFF   A 
Ag Hall of Fame Building 
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